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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

Claim 1 1 is objected to because of the following informalities and appropriate correction 
is required. 

The following phrase(s) lack clear antecedent basis within the claim(s), i.e., either the 
particularly recited passage fails to be properly introduced prior to its appearance at that point in 
the claim or the structure recited in the passage is not an inherent part of or component of the 
previously recited structure. The lack of antecedence as noted infra, is merely formal, since the 
claims can be understood in light of the instant specification and drawings; the antecedence 
informalities delineated below do not rise to the level of a rejection under 35 USC 1 12 2 nd 
paragraph: 

(i) Claim 1 1 (line 5), "said memory device." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over lino (US 
6,817,563 B2) in view of McAllister et al. 6,04,416 Bl). 
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As per claims 1,11 and 18, lino (US 6,817,563 B2) discloses a magnetic-tape cartridge 
(10), and a method for transmitting data between a memory device in a magnetic-tape 
cartridge and an external reading device, comprising: a cartridge case (12, 14) having orthogonal 
walls in parallelepiped configuration and a slanted wall (22) between two of the orthogonal 
walls (12A, 14A); and a memory device (24) capable of communication through a magnetic 
field (e.g., an electromagnetic field - see COL. 3, lines 11-16) propagated from the slanted wall 
along a plurality of transmission axes (axes along devices (62, 64). 

As per claims 2, 13 and 20, wherein said memory board is positioned at about 45 degrees 
with respect to said two of the orthogonal walls of the case. See, e.g., COL. 4, line 7. 

As per claims 3, 4, 14 and 21, wherein said slanted wall (22) connects a rear wall and a 
bottom wall of the case (14). See FIG. 1. 

As per claims 5, 6, 1 5 and 22, wherein said memory board (24) is adjacent to an interior 
surface of the slanted wall (22) - FIG. 1 . 

As per claims 7, 8, 16 and 23, wherein said memory board (24) is adjacent to an exterior 
surface of the slanted wall (22). 

As per claims 9 and 10, wherein said slanted wall (22) connects a rear wall and a side 
wall ofthecase(10)-FIG. 1 

Additionally, as per claim 1 1, lino (US 6,817,563 B2) further discloses a system for 
communicating with a memory chip (24) in a magnetic-tape cartridge, comprising: a case (10) 
for said cartridge having orthogonal walls (12A, 14A) in parallelepiped configuration and a 
slanted wall (22) between two of the orthogonal walls (12A, 14A); a memory chip (24) 
connected to said memory device and capable of communication through a magnetic field 
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propagated from the slanted wall; and a reading element connected to an external reading 
device in magnetic-field communication with the chip. 

As per claims 12 and 19, wherein said reading element (62/64) in operation is positioned 
within a space demarcated by a corner defined by an intersection between planes extending 
from said two of the orthogonal walls (12A, 14A) (e.g., a top wall and a side front wall). 

With regard to claims 1, 1 1 and 18, however, lino (US 6,817,563 B2) remains silent with 
respect to wherein the memory board (24) includes an antenna for providing the 
electromagnetic information coupling. 

Such antennas provided expressly within tape cartridges of the type disclosed by lino (US 
6,817,563 B2), for electromagnetic coupling between a memory chip on a memory board are 
notoriously old and well known and ubiquitous in the art; such fact being capable of instant and 
unquestionable demonstration as being well-known. 

As just a example, McAllister et al. 6,04,416 Bl) discloses an analogous tape cartridge 
and memory board in the same field as the Applicants' endeavor. More concretely, McAllister 
et al. 6,04,416 Bl) discloses a system and method provide information from a tape cartridge in 
two axes of the tape cartridge. A memory device is attached to the tape cartridge. At least one 
data transmitting antenna is provided in communication with the memory device. The data 
transmitting antenna is mounted to the tape cartridge at an angle to effectively transmit data to 
two axes of the tape cartridge. The data is transmitted using magnetic fields. Power is supplied 
to the memory device and the data transmitting antenna using magnetic fields. 

Given the disclosure of the general knowledge of one having ordinary skill in the art as 
exemplified by McAllister et al. 6,04,416 Bl) and/or, it would have been obvious to one of 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the memory board (24) of 
lino (US 6,817,563 B2) with a conventional antenna, as disclosed by McAllister et al. 6,04,416 
Bl). 

The rationale is as follows: one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
provide the memory board (24) of lino (US 6,817,563 B2) with a conventional antenna, as 
disclosed by McAllister et al. 6,04,416 Bl) in order to provide information exchange and/or 
power in a non-contact manner to the memory board within the cartridge of lino (US 6,81 7,563 
B2), as is known, as suggested and exemplified by McAllister et al. 6,04,416 Bl). 

As per claim 17, although lino (US 6,817,563 B2) in combination with McAllister et al. 
6,04,416 Bl), does not expressly disclose a protective coating over the chip antenna, Official 
notice is taken that protective coatings over memory chip antennae are notoriously old and well 
known and ubiquitous in the art; such Officially noticed fact being capable of instant and 
unquestionable demonstration as being well-known. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide a conventional protective film over the antenna of McAllister et al. 
6,04,416 Bl), as applied to lino (US 6,817,563 B2), as is known in the art. 

The rationale is as follows: one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
a conventional protective film over the antenna of McAllister et al. 6,04,41 6 Bl), as applied to 
lino (US 6,817,563 B2), as is known in the art. In order to protect the antenna from damage, as is 
well known, established and appreciated in the art. 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicants 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William J. Klimowicz whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7577. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (6:30AM-5:00PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa Thi Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-7579. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




William J.(Klimowicz 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2627 
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